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recognition of the British mandate over Palestine all this was
water to the mill of the national revolutionary movement , at the
head of which Zaghlul Pasha became more and more prominent .
In addition to this , in Autumn 1925 , Egypt was visited by

a severe economic crisis which considerably increased the bitter-
ness of the population against Zivar. The 21st November 1925
was the great turning point in Egyptian politics. Zaghlul , in
alliance with the two small Egyptian parties , the Nationalists
and the Liberal Constitutionalists , convened the dissolved par-
liament and thereby declared open war on the government .
The government was thereupon compelled to retreat . It had , in
the first place, to prescribe new elections , afterwards to abandon

it
s own mutilated election law in favour of the previously existing

universal suffrage and finally , to allow officials who against its
orders , followed the instructions o

f Zaghlul , to return to their
posts .

In March , immediately before the elections , Zivar Pasha
attempted a final stroke . He instigated a monster trial against
seven of the most prominent Zaghlulists , whom he charged
with being in connection with terrorist organisations , and
actually succeeded , immediately before the elections , in getting
the court to accept the charge a

s proved and to have one o
f

them condemned to death . But this last bloody sentence nad the
exact contrary effect . The Zaghlul Party triumphed a

t the
elections of 21st of May . Out o

f

the 200 seats it will receive
about 150 (the counting is not yet over ) . The two parties allied
with it receive a further 30 seats , whilst the Ittehadists obtain

in a
ll .... 4 seats , although they had put forward their can-

ditates in 150 constituencies .

The only thing that can now be said regarding the election
victory o

f Zagalul is that it represents an imposing manifestation

o
f

the Egyptian national revo'i ionary will . The Egyptian people
has voted against Zivar Pasha and thereby against Great Britain ,

and thus again , a
s in the year 1918-19 and 1924 , expressed its

definite wish to gain real and complete independence .

The English newspapers have for some time been discussing
the question whether Great Britain can enter into new nego-
nations with Zaghlul whom it so brutally overthrew two years
ago . A constitutional government in Egypt without the parti-
cipation o

f

the Wafd is unthinkable . The continuation o
f

un-
constitutional conditions , however , is creating material for con-
flicts which , as the English are quite aware , must sooner o

r

later lead to bloody outbreaks . On the other hand a great deal
depends upon the attitude o

f

the Wafd . The further politica !

development in Egypt will be determined to a great extent by
whether within the great National Party , as the Wald has
again proved itself to be . the capitalist Right wing or the
small peasant -radica ! Left wing retains the upper hand .

The deepening crisis in agriculture is having its political
reflex in the class relationships in the United States . But we al-
ready hear talk about the "solid middle -west " .

We are now being introduced to "corn -belt committees " .

An attempt is being made to secure the passage o
f

the Haugen
Bill through an alliance of the representatives of the farmers of
the middle west and the representatives of the cotton growers
of the south .

Simultaneously , however , there is being created a chasm
beetween the big bourgeoisie and the small bourgeoisie o

f

the
South . In the House of Representatives , the small bourgeoisie of

the South have some substantial representation . In the Senate ,

they have considerably less .

Some sort of an agreement between the representatives of
the Western and Southern small and middle farmers has been
arrived a

t through the arrangement to appropriate one hundred
million c . o

f

the three hundred and seventy million dollars pro-
vided for indirect farm -relief in the Haugen Bill to meet losses

in cotton marketing operations . The spokesmen o
f

the big finan-
cial interests , located primarily in the East , are exerting every
possible pressure they can , o

n

the Southern representatives , in

order to break up this combination . The Bill , introduced by
the reactionary Congressman Aswell o

f

Louisiana , notorious
for his attempt to secure the enactment o

f

wholesale deportation
legislation , is an example of the efforts o

f

the Southern big
capitalist interests to win away the Southern agricultural , the
smaller cotton interests , from the camp of the middle western
congressmen .

The extent to which confusion has crept into the camp of
the bourgeoisie in their efforts to meet the agricultural crisis

is shown clearly by the fact that neither a political , nor even

a numerical , majority could be secured in the House Agri-
cultural Committee consisting of twenty -one members for any

o
f the three major agricultural Bills now before the House . Of

course , since it was impossible to secure a majority in a com-
mittee o

f twenty -one , the likelihood o
f securing a majority in a

larger Committee the House o
f Representatives , consisting o
f

435 members is even slimmer . Come what may , no matter
what bill be passed or rejected by the House in its closing
deliberations , the hold of the Republican Party on the agri-
cultural sections will be further considerably weakened .

What may the farmers expect from the United States go-
vernment ? Perhaps the best answer to this question is to be
found in the recent action of the Senate Committee on Interstate
Commerce in its dealings with the railroads . The railroads owe
the United States $ 304,000,000 . which were lent to them during
the war period by the United States Treasury . This money was
lent to the railroad interests at the rate of six percent . Only
the other day the Senate Committee on Interstate Commerce
reported favourably a bill for the reduction of the rate of inter-

The U
.

S
.

Government and the Agricultural ests from si
x
to four and one half percent o
n th
e

amount owed
Masses .

By Jay Lovestone (Chicago ) .

A great political drama is now being enacted in the House o
f

Congress . One should say , a political tragedy , to be more exact .

The battle is being fought actually in the corn fields and in the
cotton fields , but to all intents and purposes , the present act is

being performed in the House o
f Representatives .

Neither the Haugen Bill o
r

the Tincher Bill affords sub-
stantial relief for the exploited American farmers . O

f

the two ,

th
e

Haugen Bill unquestionably affords a bit more than does

th
e

Tincher Bill , which is simply a camouflaged piece of legis-
lation aiming to put the farmer to sleep o

n

the Coolidge band-
wagon fo . 1926 and 1928 .

The basic economic problem for American agriculture is as

acute a
s

ever . The divergence between prices for agricultural
commodities and industrial commodities has been increasing
within the last few months a

t
a pace altogether too alarming

fo
r

th
e

most conscious leadership o
f

our ruling class . The World
War lent great impetus to th

e

development o
f

American agri-
culture to capacities fa

r

beyond the demands o
f

the so -called
normal world market . Besides , while industry is being operated
more and more o

n
a gigantic and collective , monopoly scale ,

agriculture is falling behind in development , when compared
with th

e

tremendous progress in technical and commercial
avenueswithin the last decade . In the main , American agricul-
ture is still organised o
n

the individual basis prevailing a
t

the
opening o
f

this century .

the government by the railroads . This reduced rate o
f

interest
means a

n

annual loss to the United States government o
f

more
than six million dollars .

At the same time , the Senate is refusing to enact legislation
to give money to the land banks for use in helping the farmers

in the Piedmont regions of Georgia and South Carolina to meet
the emergency caused by the severe drought , which is the worst
experienced by the farmers in this territory in many years . A

futile effort has been made to secure an appropriation o
f

five
million dollars in order to enable these farmers to make loans

a
t

the local banks for the purpose o
f meeting interest on overdue

debts .

These South Carolina and Georgia farmers are being com-
pelled to borrow from local banks a

t exorbitant interest rates
or forced to lose their property . At the same time , the railroads
are being saved millions o

f

dollars by the government . While
the railroads are enjoying a most prosperous year , many sec-
tions o

f

these states have had their whole cotton crop destroyed .

Nearly one half of the countries of South Carolina have been so
hard hit that their entire crop has been wiped out .

Through the land banks , the farmers of these territories owe
the government approximately one hundred million dollars . The
farmers being bankrupt cannot meet these obligations . They are
thus forced to give a second mortgage on their farms or to
mortgage other property they may happen to have at the local
banks . These banks charge the farmers a minimum interest of
nine percent . The government consequently is compelling these
farmers to pay the loan sharks at least nine percent in order to
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meet the interest maturing on the mortgages controlled by the
land banks of the Washington administration .
If anyone wants to know whose government is now being

run at Washington , all he has to do is to examine the above
facts .

The American capitalists are ready to give practically a
moratorium on debts to railroads , to the Fascist government of
Italy and to all capitalist cliques in Europe and elsewhere but the
United States government is too poor to help farmers in distress .
Senator Nye of North Dakota does not stand one chance in a
million to get even the slightest consideration for his bill to
have the United States government accord the same treatment
to the bankrupt farmers which it has accorded to the Fascist
government of Italy .
In the meanwhile , the workers in the industrial centers can

glean increasing signs of developing hostility on the part of
the small farmers to the big capitalist interests .
The class conscious proletariat of the United States has a

distinct and imperative duty in its relations to the agricultural
masses . It is the task of the working class to win over as many
of the agricultural masses as possible to its banner and leader-
ship in the fight against the big bourgeoisie . The contradictions
in American agricultural economy are too inherent and ingrown

to be met by the half -hearted efforts of our capitalists . Herein is
a real opportunity for communist inspiration and leadership .

THE BALKANS

The Parliamentary Elections in Roumania .
By D. Fabian (Bucharest ) .

At the end of May there took place in Roumania the
general elections for the Chamber and the Senate .

The first Averescu government had , in the year 1922 , i . e.
in its second year of office, completely fulfilled the tasks com-
mitted to it by the ruling classes . It had , on the one hand , by
the so-called agrarian reform , deceived and pacified the broad
masses of peasants , and on the other hand by an unrestrained
white terror had decapitated and destroyed the labour movement .
Although General Averescu at that time possessed a firm and
safe majority in parliament and although the legislative period

still had two years to run , the king, without any ado , decided
one fine day to dissolve this government and entrusted with
the formation of a new government the Liberal Party , which
saw the ground cleared of all remnants of the upheaval of
1917-1918 by General Averescu . This act was nothing else
than a coup d'état under the protection of the king , as at that
time the Liberal Party had in parliament only 7 cut of 380 seats ,
it being the numerically weakest opposition group . The new
elections which were held under terror, in which the ballot
boxes were stolen and wholesale cheating took place, gave this
coup d'état an appearance of legality : the Party which in the
previous parliament only had 7 seats , in the new elections won
230 seats .

In the course of the following four years this party , with
the aid of a new reactionary constitution and a new economic
legislation , seized possession of all the wealth of the country .
At the same time it abolished all existing civil rights , com-
pletely subjugated the working and peasant masses , as well
as the national minorities , and concentrated all power in the
State , the municipalities and districts into the hands of the civil ,
military and clerical bureaucracy .

instead of organising the resistance and the offensive of the
masses against the alliance of the oligarchy .

In this way there was set up the " legal " dictatorship of the
bank oligarchy , the landowners and Generals . At the same time ,
however , the masses of the people who were exposed to un-
bounded exploitation and plunged into misery by starvation
and suppression , were roused to indignation which found ex-
pression in local revolts and outbreaks of desperation , while
thousands sought escape in emigration .

The Roumanian oligarchy which possesses the political ex-
perience of century -long rule , is conscious that methods of
terror are more effective when they are reinforced by political
means . During the rural elections of August 1925 and the
municipal elections of March 1926 they realised that, in spite
of the miserable capitulation of the opposition leaders , the
masses are filled with hate against them . In order to allay this
hate and to give the appearance of a concession to the backward
masses , they "retired " from the government . In the same way
as they came to power by a coup d'état they abandoned power
by initiating, with the king as an accomplice , a new coup
d'état . They called upon General Averescu to take over the
reins of government , although his party only had eight seats in
parliament .

The young Communist Party of Roumania , throttled by
ill gality and terror , has the majority of the organised , industrial
workers on its side , but is still far from being the leader of the
working and peasant masses . The parties of the "democratic"
opposition however , the National and Peasant parties , led by
petty bourgeois elements or patent reactionaries , direct

hole policy towards converting the king to democracy

Although this manoeuvre of the Liberals was supported not
only by General Averescu but also by some reactionaries in
the National Party, the facts have proved that the political
consciousness of the peasantry and the working class that is

of the overwhelming majority of the population is today

more develped than either the oligarchy or the leaders of the
democratic opposition had imagined . The formation of the
figure-head government of General Averescu was . regarded by
the masses as a challenge , and provoked tremendous excitement .
At the same time , however , they recognised that the policy of
the leaders of the peasants and of the national minorities had
suffered shipwreck . The first success of the masses over the
leaders of the democratic opposition was that they compelled the
peasant leaders to terminate the existing agreement with the
reactionary leaders of the National Party. The second success
of the masses was the withdrawal of the pro -liberal Right wing
from the National Party and its open adhesion to the camp
of the oligarchy . As a result the National Party , forsaken by
the masses , rejected by the court and "betrayed" by a con-
siderable number of its leaders , collapsed .
Finally , in view of the increasing reaction , the idea of the

united front took root among the masses : the united front which
should embrace the political and economic organisations of
the working class , of the peasantry and of all sections of the
suppressed population . The formation of this united front would
have meant a life and death struggle . Therefore , the oligarchy ,
as well as the leaders of the opposition , sought to oppose
it, because the latter did not wish to fight and feared an
action on the part of the masses more than anything else .

The leaders of the peasant party were the first to return to
the alliance with the reactionary National Party . They then
rejected the proposal of the united front brought forward by the
workers ' and peasants ' bloc who proposed that the struggle
should be conducted on the basis of the following concrete
programme : abolition of the liberal constitution and of all the

Jaws against the workers and national minorities , abolition
of the State of siege, amnesty, confiscation of the large estates
and their distribution among the peasants , social legislation etc.
The social democrats also refused to take part in a joint action
on the basis of this fighting programme of the masses .
Although the government perceived the retreat of the oppo-

sition , it nevertheless felt too weak in the face of the furious
hate of the masses and their firm determination to vote at
any price against the oligrachy . It therefore resorted in the first
place to bribery. It granted concessions to the Hungarian
magnates and opportunist Saxon politicians , created ad hoc a
"Bulgarian Party" and concluded an electoral alliance with the
minority parties . The government then resorted to an unheard-
of bloody terror . It drew up election lists which deprived of
the right to vote nearly everybody suspected of "being oppositio-
nally inclined ". Haif of the polling cards were not even de-
livered . Meetings were either forbidden or dispersed by the
gendarmerie . The villages were surrounded by cordons of troops
and shut off from the outside world . No opposition speaker
was allowed to enter them . Many localities were declared to
be in quarantine and were thus altogether shut out from the
election . In many districts even the nomination of the can-
didates was prevented . The appeals of the opposition were
confiscated .

The terror, however , was directed before all against the
working class . The workers ' and peasants' bloc was scarcely
able to nominate half of the proposed candidates . Hundreds
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